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When I was working to accurately define our firm’s approach, I landed 
on, “We Work to Make Good Cases Great.” The most important word 
in that statement is probably “work.” As my dad taught me as a kid, 
“Smart and a dollar will get you a cup of coffee. If you want more, you 
gotta work hard.” I’ll teach my daughter the same, only it will probably 
be $5….

Smart isn’t enough. Well intentioned isn’t enough. Even hard work on 
its own isn’t enough. Taking a case – or any endeavor for that matter – 
from good to great takes the right kind of work. It takes strategic plan-
ning, organization, a clear understanding of who does what by when 
(and why), sequencing, leadership, accountability, a desire to contin-
uously improve, and shared commitment across the team. The team 
may be two people or too many to count, but each person must know 
and appreciate what you’re trying to achieve, as well as the vitality of 
their role to the outcome.

Since first opening on January 3, 2011, I’ve sought to make good cases 
great. I didn’t think of it in those terms back then, but the goal has 
always been quality over quantity. One of the biggest challenges I’ve 
seen lawyers face is taking on too many cases. Similar to corporatized 
medicine where a doctor is rushed from patient to patient, unable to 
give full care and attention to the sick person in front of them, so too 
are lawyers constantly hopping from one file to the next, unable to de-
vote the time and focus necessary to uncover facts or fully appreciate 
the impact of an injury upon a client’s life.

Taking a legal case from good to great typically means having far less 
cases or far more staff. We’ve opted for the former. I want to know my 
clients; I want to dig in to why defendants acted recklessly; I want to 
find the real story and tell it in a way that matters to other human be-
ings; I want to make good cases great. I’m also blessed with a team that 
shares my vision.

As we enter the last quarter of the year, my wish for you is to see the 
good in your life, then undertake the work to make it great.

Disclaimer: Any result I may achieve on behalf of one client in one matter does not necessarily indicate similar results can be ob-
tained for other clients. In addition, some of these results were obtained in connection with other firms. I am a South Caroli-
na injury lawyer, not a miracle worker. I evaluate every case on its own merits and only accept a limited number of new cases every year.

Safety First,
Justice Always 



Historically, Thanksgiving was not celebrated to recog-
nize prosperity, happiness, and success. Rather it was 
celebrated to remind us that even in times of uncer-
tainty and struggle, there are still reasons to be thank-
ful. When we feel discouraged, anxious, or alone, it 
may be hard to be thankful. However, it is at times like 
this when gratitude is most important. 

My family has a tradition that you may be familiar 
with. Before eating our Thanksgiving dinner, each per-
son seated at the table says what they are thankful for. 
Over the years, there have been times when I felt that 
there was little to be grateful for, but being at the table 
with your family and friends makes you think deeper. 
It forces you to look beyond your problems to see the 
positives in your life. 

Thankfulness helps focus on what is good. When you 
are surrounded by darkness, thankfulness allows you 
to see the light. Our problems will not disappear, but 
they may become more manageable when we take time 
to recognize the good things in our life. I encourage  

everyone to take a moment during the holidays this 
year to think about what you are thankful for. Whether 
it be family, faith, or health, we can all find positivity 
in our lives.  
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Gratitude - Attorney Janek Kazmierski

Two New Video Series Now Live
We recently published two short-form video series on 
dram shop litigation and TBI litigation. 

The dram shop litigation series explains how we use re-
ceipts, dash cam video, and visuals to help prove over-
service. 

The TBI series covers the five steps we take to identify 
and develop a traumatic brain injury case. 

Check them out on our Instagram page. Make sure to 
follow us so you don’t miss our next series!

@BERGERLAWSC
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Firm Snapshot
Welcome Attorney Symone Kimelman

The Practice of Law

Lawyers are taught we can’t invoke the golden rule and ask 
jurors to put themselves in our clients’ shoes. That’s true and 
for good reason. There are, however, other places for the 
golden rule in the practice of law. For example, defendants 
who deny something was dangerous may be asked whether 
they would expose themselves or a family member to the 
same situation. It’s also important to golden rule yourself 
when assessing the extent of a client’s damages and how 
much ought to be paid to balance the harm. 

For lawyers, perhaps the best application of the golden rule 
is vis-à-vis opposing counsel. I should always treat them – 
and everyone else for that matter – the way I want to be 
treated. At various moments, I let impatience and indig-
nation get the better of me, but in recent years I’ve made 

a concerted effort to go above and beyond in showing ad-
versaries respect. You can be aggressive though reasonable, 
hardline but fair. You can treat the most ruthless opponents 
with kindness and extend warmth to the seemingly coldest 
of hearts.

Following the golden rule doesn’t make lawyers a doormat. 
Rather, it opens doors to meaningful, honest interactions. It 
doesn’t necessarily make friends or earn favors, but a little 
kindness doesn’t hurt either. 

In an adversarial system that so many view as a zero-sum 
equation, it’s incredible the good that comes when we treat 
each other – and witnesses – the way we want to be treated. 

The Golden Rule

Attorney Symone Kimelman joined our team on August 2, 
2023. As a first generation lawyer, Symone chose to go to law 
school because she wanted to help people navigate the com-
plexities of the legal system and give a voice to those who 
would otherwise go unheard. 

She earned her Juris Doctor from Mitchell Hamline School 
of Law, where she was a top 10 national ranking member of 
the mock trial team. She simultaneously served as a certified 
student prosecutor at the Ramsey County Attorney’s Office. 

Symone eventually moved to South Carolina, and her pas-
sion for helping people led her to join our team. She said, “I 
am proud to be a part of our team because I know our firm’s 
core values resonate with my own. I know every case we han-
dle is fueled by a passion for bringing justice to those who 
have been harmed and the rewarding feeling of making the 
community a safer place.”

We are so happy to have Symone on our team. We know she 
will be a caring, compassionate advocate for our clients!
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• Persuasion is a Science Part 2 | Rex Parris
• Maintaining Credibility While Arguing Punitive Damages | Stuart Ratzan
• Truck Crash Law: Complexity & Persistence | Joe Camerlengo
• Deposition Deep Dive | Danny Ellis
• Harnessing the Creative | Lauren Fraser
• David v. Goliath - A $63 Million Verdict | Brian Ward & Erin Powers Pt 1
• The Crazy Goat | Brian Ward & Erin Powers Pt 2
• IMHO: Immersion, Morality, Healing, Offensive | Michael Leizerman

Season three of Best Practices with Kenny Berger is now live! Be sure to 
subscribe so you don’t miss these incredible conversations with trial law-
yers from across the country. 

You can find all three seasons on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, Spo-
tify, or on our website, with new episodes coming out every other week. 

Latest Podcast Episodes


