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Our Most Basic Right
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by Kenneth Berger
To me, there is no right greater than freedom of religion, no right more critical to
leadership than freedom of speech, and no right more reflective of our ideals than
the freedom to vote.
Yet each of these treasured rights depends on something more fundamental: our
right to safety. Each of us, from the time we are born, has the right to freedom
from needless dangers and unnecessary harm. No one – from drunk drivers to
unqualified medical personnel to profit-hungry mass manufacturers – has the
right to harm us. This concept is the foundation of our criminal justice system,
and to a degree, our civil system.
What are often called “accidents” are many times one person’s conscious decision
to violate another’s right to safety. Be it a rear-end collision caused by texting, a
nursing home fatality caused by inadequate training, or a daycare injury caused
by an uncaring teacher, I do not come across many “accidents” in this profession.
Rather, I see the consequences that are created when people and companies
choose to break the safety rules, knowing all the while the harm their choices can
cause.

ONE MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT, 5
INSURANCE POLICIES, AND
JUSTICE FOR THE VICTIM
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Your right to safety – and that of your neighbor – must be upheld. Just as you
may demand the right to freely speak or practice your religion, so too can you
demand that drivers, hospitals, daycares, and manufacturers operating in our
community follow the rules that keep us from harm.

Disclaimer: Any result I may achieve on behalf of one client in one matter does not necessarily indicate similar results can be obtained for other clients.
In addition, some of these results were obtained in connection with other firms. I am a South Carolina injury lawyer, not a miracle worker.
I evaluate every case on its own merits and only accept a limited number of new cases every year.
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1 Motorcycle Accident, 5 Insurance
Policies, and Justice for the Victim
In June 2014, a Lexington,
SC driver broke multiple
traffic laws before striking
Mr. X’s motorcycle. The
wreck resulted in severe
injury to Mr. X, who
ultimately spent 6 days in
the hospital. Facing an
avalanche of medical bills
and insurance questions,
his family contacted my
law firm. We immediately
went to work in search of
evidence, insurance coverage and ultimately, justice.
In the end, we were able to
identify 5 separate insurance policies that applied: 1
liability policy from the
at-fault driver; 1 underinsured policy on Mr. X's
motorcycle; and 3 at-home
underinsured policies. In
South Carolina, the law
allows us to "stack" underinsured policies so long as
certain requirements are
met. In this case, we
stacked 4 such policies.
Mr. X received these insurance funds within 4 months

of his motorcycle accident,
in part due to the fact that
we
diligently
collected
evidence, and also because
we let the various insurance companies know they
only had 30 days from the
time they received our
demand packages to pay
out their policy limits if
they wanted to avoid a "bad
faith" lawsuit.
When we first met Mr. X,
he was in a world of hurt
and financial uncertainty. I
am happy to say that only a
few months later, he is on
the road to a full physical
recovery, and received
enough money to provide
financial stability for the
foreseeable future.
If any part of this story
sounds familiar to you, or if
you simply have questions
about an injury case in
South Carolina, do not wait
on an insurance company
for justice. Call me today at
803-790-2800.

Double Layer
Pumpkin
Cheesecake
via allrecipes.com

Rexy’s Recipes
PREP: 30 Mins
Cook Time: 40 mins
Servings: 8

This cake combines the best of two treats, cheesecake and pumpkin
pie, for the ultimate party dessert!
Ingredients
2 (8 OUNCE) PACKAGES CREAM CHEESE, SOFTENED
1/2 cup white sugar
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 eggs
1 (9 inch) prepared graham cracker crust
1/2 cup pumpkin puree
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 pinch ground cloves
1 pinch ground nutmeg
1/2 cup frozen whipped topping, thawed

Directions
(1) preheat oven to 325 degrees f
(2) in a large bowl, combine cream cheese, sugar and
vanilla. beat until smooth. blend in eggs one at a
time. remove 1 cup of batter and spread into bottom
of crust; set aside.
(3) add pumpkin, cinnamon, cloves and nutmeg to
the remaining batter and stir gently until well
blended. carefully spread over the batter in the
crust.
(4) bake in preheated oven for 35 to 40 minutes, or
until center is almost set. allow to cool, then
refrigerate for 3 hours or overnight. cover with
whipped topping before serving.

The Best Among Us: Roger C. Peace Rehabilitation Center
Roger C. Peace Rehabilitation Center is the only program of its kind in South Carolina and maintains
specialty accreditation by the Commission for Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities as a brain injury
outpatient program. Their program will serve more than 200 patients this year, and their patients and
families consistently provide excellent feedback about the care they receive.
With more than 30 years of experience in inpatient and outpatient specialty care, Roger C. Peace Rehabilitation Hospital is one of the most respected rehabilitation centers in the Southeast and a leader in caring
for people with brain injury.They accept referrals for the outpatient program from physiatrists, neurologists, neurosurgeons and psychiatrists. For direct referrals, call the Business Office at 864-455-8788.
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On August 23, 2014 our good friend & exceptional lawyer,
Hugh McAngus, Jr. invited us to participate in Elizapalooza at Saluda Shoals Park in Columbia. From first
glance, sweet 4-year-old Eliza looked to be a fun loving
girl who loves to sing, run, and MOST of all, cuddle. One
would never know that she was diagnosed with a rare
terminal genetic disease called Sanfilippo Syndrome Type A.
Eliza and other children with this disease are missing an
essential enzyme for normal cellular function. Over time,
a toxic material builds up in their brain and body leading
to severe disability and death before they even reach
their teens.
But there is hope! Researchers at Nationwide Children’s
Hospital have discovered a breakthrough gene therapy
treatment that can stop this disease. She and many
others like her are counting on donations to make this
treatment happen. The saving Eliza movement has
already raised more than 1.1 million. Their goal is 1.8
million.
To read more about Eliza & to make a donation, visit
www.facebook.com/ElizaOStory. Checks can be sent to:
Cure Sanfilippo Foundation, PO Box 6901, Columbia, SC
29260

How Many of South Carolina’s Children Will Get Injured in School Bus Accidents
Before Drivers Start Putting Safety First?
On South Carolina roadways, child safety should be at the top
of everyone’s priority list - especially our school bus drivers.
There is nothing worse than receiving news that an innocent
child has been severely injured or killed, it’s particularly
disturbing to hear when schools supposedly dedicated to
caring for our children don’t uphold their promise to hire safe
bus drivers and safely transport our children. If the well being
of young people is truly a priority in South Carolina, then why
are school bus “accidents” continuing to happen?

collision. Six days later in Darlington County, a female bus
driver fell asleep at the wheel and ran into an abandoned
mobile home. Four of the 32 students aboard the bus were
sent to the hospital with injuries. The Darlington driver was
charged with disregarding a stop sign and has been
suspended from pay while the case undergoes further investigation.

Recent Cases Close to Home

Regardless of who is at fault, school bus “accidents” should
never happen. From bus drivers, to school administrators, to
parents, to general members of the public, everyone knows
that no child should ever be endangered by an adult - this
includes needless dangers on our roadways. No risk is worth
it when it comes to someone’s life, especially a child’s.

Safety First

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, school buses are the safest mode of transportation for
getting children back and forth to school. Nevertheless, thousands of children find themselves in emergency rooms each
year from school bus related incidents. In the past two weeks
alone, there have been four reports of such incidents in South
Carolina. One of these incidents occurred in Columbia when a
utility truck collided with a Richland School District One bus.
The male bus driver and five young passengers were transported to the hospital with serious injuries as a result of the

Parents, take a few moments to review general bus safety
guidelines with your children and ensure your child's school is
following them. Likewise, should you need any help obtaining
this information, feel free to call us.
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Looking Ahead

Insert text here

The last quarter of the year has been our best each of the last three years, and we anticipate that trend
will continue. Between a week-long trial involving a disputed brain injury, a number of mediations, and
speaking engagements in October and November, the coming months are sure to be exciting.
We also want to know what is happening with all of you. Our marketing intern, Alivia Troxell, is initiating several campaigns designed to find out more about what we can do for you and the organizations you
care about. So keep an eye out for our emails and social media posts, then let us know how we can be of
service.

This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, civil
litigation, and workers’ compensation issues. The information contained in this publication
is not legal advice. Every case is different. The information in this newsletter may be freely
copied and distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.
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